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UM EXHIBIT DEALS W ITH HEALING POWERS OF ART 
MISSOULA—
A new exhibit at The University of Montana will explore the power of art to heal mind, 
body and soul.
The “Healing Art” exhibit will run from Oct. 14 to Nov. 25 in the Henry Meloy 
Gallery of UM’s Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center. The public will be able to 
view works by more than 30 artists from across the country from 9 a.m. to noon and 1 to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday and from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday.
“Some of the images revolve around death, while others deal with renewal or 
rejuvenation,” said Maggie Mudd, director of the University’s Museum of Fine Arts. “Some 
images record healing and returning to health and well being, while others deal with the earth 
and an environmental perspective. This exhibit shows that there is a community of artists out 
there that is delving deeper into the meaning of life.”
Mudd said the exhibit features what she calls transformative artwork — images intended 
to change a viewer’s perspective on a particular topic.
The exhibit kicks off Wednesday, Oct. 14, with a reception at the Meloy Gallery from 
4 to 7 p.m. Speakers will include Mudd and featured artist Dominique Mazeaud. Comments 
will be supplied by Phil West, director of the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center, and
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Barbara Spring, executive director of the Missoula Demonstration Project. The exhibit opening 
is part of the 1998 Mansfield Conference, which is titled “The Healing Arts in American and 
Asian Cultures: A Conference on Living and Dying W ell.”
“The Healing Art” is a juried exhibit, meaning artists from across the country were 
invited to submit works and a UM panel voted on which pieces to display. Mazeaud, an artist 
from Santa Fe, Calif., won $1,000 and the right to have her winning entry, “The River 
Tongue,” featured in advertising for the Mansfield Conference. “The River Tongue” is a spiral 
of heart-shaped rocks. The rocks grow progressively smaller as the eye follows them from the 
center of the piece. Other works in the exhibit range from paintings and fabric works to 
ceramic sculptures. Several Montana artists are featured.
Mudd said they invited work from practitioners of art therapy — people who use art as a 
healing tool. She said a growing number of hospitals and patients are realizing that art 
produces therapeutic benefits, both mentally and physically.
“We have pieces on display from all over -  from Ohio to New Mexico to California,” 
Mudd said. “It’s quite a unique exhibit with a huge variety of work.”
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